
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Parish Notes 

December 2019 
  



 

 

 

 

Services: 
 

Sundays  
 

Eucharist at 8 am and 5.30 pm,  

Matins 10 am High Mass at 10.30 am 

 

Weekdays 
 

Eucharist at 12.15 pm and 6.00 pm 

Morning Prayer 8.15 am,  

Evening Prayer 5.40 pm 

 

Confessions 

 

Daily after the 12.15 pm Mass, 

Wednesdays & Saturdays at 6.30 pm 

 

Baptism, Confirmation, Marriage by 

appointment with the Parish Priest 

 

 

 

 

Parish Clergy: 

 
The Reverend Canon Dr Peter Groves 

Telephone: 01865 247836 

peter.groves@theology.ox.ac.uk 

* 

 
The Reverend Dr Jonathan Jong 

Telephone: 07799 271913 

jonathanjong@stmarymagdalenoxford.org.uk 

  

The Reverend Prof Judith Brown 

Telephone 01865 514486 

judith.brown@history.ox.ac.uk 

* 
 

Parish Administrator 

 

Dr Jonathan Roberts 

Telephone: 01865 246143 

admin@stmarymagdalenoxford.org.uk 

 
 

 

Website 
 

www.stmarymagdalenoxford.org.uk 

www.theschooloftheology.org 

  



 

Events 

 

Christmas Services 

Sunday 15th December  

4.30pm Carols by Candlelight  

Monday, 24th December: Christmas Eve 

3.00 pm Crib Service 

11.30 pm Midnight Mass of the Nativity and Blessing of the Crib 

Tuesday, 25th December: Christmas Day  

8.00 Mass 

10.30 High Mass 

 

Carol Service  

On Sunday 15th December, at 4.30pm, we shall hold our annual service of 

carols by candlelight. This will be a wonderful opportunity for us to 

celebrate and to welcome new faces to join us. It is also a chance for us to 

make the most of the magnificent music provided by our wonderful choir 

and organist. The consistently high standard of music in our church has 

been a significant factor in our continuing growth and is a real joy. Please 

support this event, and invite friends to join us as well. 

There will be no evening mass on Sunday 15th December. 

 

Crib Service  

Our crib service will take place on Christmas Eve, at 3pm. All are welcome, 

young and old, regulars and visitors. 

 

 

 



Carols in the Covered Market 

People from St Michael’s at the North Gate are going to sing carols in the 

Covered Market on Saturday 21st Dec, 11:30am -12noon and 2 -2:30pm. If 

anyone would like to join one or both sessions please contact Anthony 

Buckley on vicar@smng.org.uk 

 

Confessions Before Christmas 

A priest will be available to hear confessions in the days leading up to 

Christmas at the following times:  

Tuesday 17th 11.30pm (Fr Peter)  

Thursday 19th 6.30pm (Mthr Mel)  

Saturday 21st 12.45pm (Fr Peter) 

Monday 23rd December 12.45pm (Fr Jonathan), 6.30pm (Mthr Judith) 

 

After Christmas  

There will be no evening mass on St Stephen’s Day (Boxing Day) or on 

either Tuesday 31st December or Wednesday 1st January. 

There will be no public Morning Prayer between Christmas Day and 1st 

January. 

 

Notices 

 

Noisy Mass  

We have restarted our practice of actively welcoming parents and carers 

with children to the 12.15 Mass on Tuesdays. Coffee afterwards and feel 

free to bring lunch with you. 

Vicarage Tea 

Instead of tea there will be mulled wine and mince pies served at the 

vicarage between 4 and 6pm on Tuesday 17th December. Everyone is 

welcome. 



 

Oxford Winter Night Shelter 

The Oxford Winter Night Shelter is run by a number of churches in Oxford 

and provides a warm welcome with a hot drink and snack, a bed for the 

night, and breakfast the next morning for men and women who are rough 

sleeping. They have expanded their capacity this year and leaflets 

providing more details and explaining how you can help with donations or 

volunteering can be found by the doors. 

 

Scripture on Saturday 

Our final Bible Study morning of the year takes place on Saturday 7th 

December from 10.30am. The theme will be an introduction to the Gospel 

of Matthew, which is the gospel to be read on Sundays during the coming 

church year. All are most welcome to come, no previous participation 

necessary. 

 

Gatehouse Christmas Presents 

As you buy your presents, please remember the Gatehouse which relies 

heavily upon people donating gifts.   Please take socks, gloves, scarves, 

hats, underpants and chocolate bars to the Gatehouse before 18th 

December, when a wrapping party will be wrapping them up for their 

guests 12pm-3pm.  They have an average of 385 visits a week and 44% of 

those attending are rough sleepers. 90% of their guests are male. Please 

bring your unwrapped offering to the Gatehouse between 5pm-7pm 

Monday to Friday and on Sundays between 4pm-6pm. 

 

Gatehouse Winter Appeal 

In order to continue their vital work this winter the Gatehouse have set a 

target of £10,000 for their appeal. This will allow them to provide 18,000 

sandwiches and cups of tea and 400 hours of case worker support to some 

of Oxford’s most vulnerable people. 

www.oxfordgatehouse.org/support-us/donate-money 

 



Oxford Street Pastors 

The Street pastors are at work at times when most of us are not around in 

the City Centre. This story from a volunteer gives a good sense of the 

important work they do. 

“Thirteen years ago I retired as Sales Director for a major US Oil Company and never 

thought all these years later I could be found on Park End Street at 3 o’clock early 

Sunday morning, dispensing words of wisdom (hopefully) together with flip flops, 

lollipops or water to young folk who had partied a little over enthusiastically. 

I had no idea of the vibrant night-time economy in Oxford; no idea of the scenes as 

hundreds of young people leave the clubs at 3am and mill into the streets many worse 

for wear.  Then one evening I listened to Alice, an experienced Street Pastor, talking 

enthusiastically about her role and the difference it could make and how rewarding it 

was.  I was persuaded to give it a go and have not regretted it since!   

Before we start the shift we always pray for eyes to see and ears to hear where we are 

needed; where we can offer a word of encouragement, a listening ear to those in trouble, 

a helping hand to the taxi rank, a phone call to reunite friends in the town or family at 

home, a lollipop to dissipate confrontation, or just tissues and water to clean up after 

someone has thrown up.  Every shift, those prayers are certainly answered; there never 

seems to be a shortage of vulnerable people needing our help.  

I’m often asked ‘why do you do it, what motivates you?’  Well it is a super opportunity 

to serve, but it is also a huge privilege to walk around and engage with people; not just 

those on a night out, but the police, the doormen the paramedics the Kebab van owners 

etc.  It is lovely that people seem to value our role and so be willing to chat.  But for 

those who for various reasons are confused stressed or depressed, we can provide a 

listening ear, a word of encouragement or occasionally contact details if more expert 

help is appropriate.  It’s great that the interactions are almost always warm and 

friendly.  Many we talk to seem to have had some good experience of Street Pastor 

interaction in the past, even if it’s just waking up with a pair of Street Pastor flip flops 

by the bed and wondering how they got there!!  

I’m always amazed that I don’t feel tired during the night, only after the shift has 

finished. Maybe because yes it’s exciting, but also a huge privilege to be able to walk 

the streets and bring the love of Jesus in a practical way to those in need.   Sometimes 

you might talk with one vulnerable young person, walk with them as they try to sober 

up, and help them get home safely, and think if we were out on shift just for that one 

individual then it was worth it.   People are intrigued by the role, and it certainly proves 

an interesting topic of conversation when I’m out playing golf, or with friends from the 

village and our local church!”   

If you would like any further information about the street pastors work or 

you feel that you may be able to support us in any way, their contact 

details are: streetpastorsoxford@gmail.com.  Or you can phone their 

Coordinator, Petra Turner, on 07910 758363.   

mailto:streetpastorsoxford@gmail.com


 

Intercessions 

 

Please pray for the long term sick and those in special need, among them:  

Ann-Marie, Anna, Phoenix, David, Elizabeth, Di, Terry, Michael, Lucy, 

William, Joy, John, Bernard, Fr Michael, Conor, Mary, Margaret, Philip, 

Liam, Allan, Colleen, Jo, Sr Mary Bernard, Jean, Eleanor, Clifford, 

Christopher. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sunday readings 

Sunday 1st December: Isaiah 2.1-5; Romans 13.11-14; Matthew 24.37-44 

Sunday 8th December: Isaiah 11.1-10; Romans 15.4-9; Matthew 3.1-12 

Sunday 15th December: Isaiah 35.1-6, 10; James 5.7-10; Matthew 11.2-11 

Sunday 22nd December: Isaiah 7.10-14; Romans 1.1-7; Matthew 1.18-24 

Sunday 29th December: Ecclesiasticus 3.2-6, 12-14; Colossians 3.12-21; Matthew 2.13-

15, 19-23 



December 2019 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
         

1 1st Sunday of 
Advent 

2 Feria 3 Francis Xavier 
Pr 

4 John of 
Damascus Pr Dr 

5 Feria 6 Nicholas B 7 Ambrose B Dr 

 
Parish 

community 

 
Steven our Bishop 

 
Justin our 
Archbishop 

 
Teachers 

 
Helen and 

Douglas House 

 
Children 

 
Bishops 

8 2nd Sunday of 
Advent 

9 Conception of 
the BVM 

10 Feria 11 Feria 12 Feria 13 Lucy V M 14 John of the 
Cross Pr Dr 

 
Parish 

community 

 
Parents 

 
Oxford City Council 

 
Churches 
Together 

 
Choir and 
musicians 

 
Monthly requiem 

 
Spiritual 
directors 

15 3rd Sunday 
of Advent 

16 Feria 17 Feria 
(O Sapientia) 

18 Feria 
(O Adonai) 

19 Feria 
(O Radix) 

20 Feria 
(O Clavis) 

21 Feria 
(O Oriens) 

 
Parish 

Community 

 
Oxford Winter 
Night Shelter 

 
Assistant clergy 

 
Healing ministry 
(anointing at 6pm) 

 
Oxford’s hospitals 

(anointing at 12.15) 

 
Crisis 

 

Ember day 

22 4th Sunday 
of Advent 

23 Feria 
(O Emmanuel) 

24 Christmas Eve 25 Christmas 
Day 

26 Stephen M 27 John Ap Ev 28 Holy 
Innocents Ms 

 
Parish 

Community 

 
Sacristans and 

servers 

 
Thanksgiving for 
the Incarnation 

 
Thanksgiving for 
the Incarnation 

 
Thanksgiving for 
the Incarnation 

 
Thanksgiving for 
the Incarnation 

 
Thanksgiving for 
the Incarnation 

29 Holy Family 30 Christmas 31 Christmas     

 
Parish 

Community 

 
Thanksgiving for 
the Incarnation 

 
Thanksgiving for 

the year 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 


